Geolf Maynard

THE first beavers bom In the wild
iritain for more than 500 years
into the Nrmelight thanks to
credible devotion of

spartan life for 16 days
ing hide to catch the shy
arlings = on caman.
siatic whan | saw tha
srs Tor the first tmas,™
Vike, from Norfolk. "R wis
t m flewting glimpse with one of
1ﬂr|'1 riding on s mothar's back,
“They had thelr own swimming
poal which the adults mads for
them and when they leave thelr
ledge for ths first tima thay hang
on to thelr mother for safety.
After thoy learnad 1o swim, the
klls were tearing round after asch
othar Nk terriers.
ng beavers have not been
3 raphad In tha UK bafors.
The plctures anen't works of
art but the rarily vl =
on OUS
Boavers became extinct In
England by the 1Zth century and
by the 18th century In Scotland,
wors hunted for thelr
% and maeal. Bul four years

These secretive youngsters ane lsaming to bulld a dam from branches
that they grane dovwn al this lake In Gloucestershire wher thay were borm

ago slx Europaan beavers wane
introduced to Lower Mill Estate
near Clrencester, Glos.

They leave thelr dam home only
briefly at dawn and dusk and
Mike ook the pictures after Spm
using ultra-high-spead film to
capture as much | as possible
because using “would have
sent them Into the next county”,

Jeremy Paxion, 48, ownar of

Lowar Mill Estate, balleves the
success of the project could see
basvers raleased Into the upper
Thamaes Valley.
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