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Cotswold developer has an eye on the future

t's not easy being green

As he joins the ranks of the Royal Society for the Arts’ fellows, avant garde housing developer and ecologist
Jeremy Paxton talks to DAVID CLENSY about how the Lower Mill Estate is changing the world
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T'S a remarkable liat of iconi

Jererny Paxton Can now Count

himsell amoangst - Nelson
Mandela, Karl Marx, Benjamin
Frankiin, Guglisimo Marconi = he
recites them down the phona line
like & roll of honowur, giving a
dramatic pause between each name.
'y wesderyisactably proud, Sut tha Cotpecid
property diveloger i takisg b ivduction w
ety fplitanabiipy ol the Moyl ooty loe the
P T
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niar Clrenoeter for the past |7 yesr, aa
beon offered the felowihip in recagnition for

b work 0 ethically resparible and

1 o’y 1o & 2o mpch i 2 pendnal oclds
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T :
Pacvon's vision for Lower M (v & village of
mare than 500 second homem on the fermer
:I'nnlpltl Py zrhievernenst 38 the ilts ame
ool so comprein, thoagh B dessn ) ke
pocd pob hirme® W the larpest collecton of
mrupdernie desgge b the coustry ad The only
P ‘Mpﬂ.tmhmnm
reiddle of 3 Panone rewerve,” he .
“¥ou can| underestimate the pealages!
ey e wdde. “Lots of developors g on
an erolopicel elpmest v sites, Vyie'ra diflsrent,
1 pant the Srot three yaary hﬂm#l
wcodogy. Tha bt of e srvirorment ts
ganiryd - | ervpley flee pus Bl oirma it 0
IrRRDF
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with pasure. YWie'd ewen lhe o pet oo
pefc-tartenn home, whick wre Bubesed withy
e carion thits creltied In making them,”
Bcil, Paocvon's something of an ergpma. He's
et peur usisl eaviroenentalet - nog many
freen types fy around the country in @ bright
rid gk soanbor helicopter and pround tha
wred in Eheir Ceen Deeraepeed Bew bt
g et Bt pelation, be sayn. o bg
et off hin L
“rou'll frd that maat plon wre
afrronrentillp-minded” driry irfies.
“Wihan you're op there you have o be seare
of the naturs weorld all the tme, You gl 1o
undersmnd the weathes in particuler
i s dedicaned & larpe shoe of by caibdiow
o raure COnGareaid. The obd preesl pi
g bl v By plcrid 3 S of
Spmcial Soreillic Interett taedy Cver

Ha cortroweriaally used the s 1o
relntroduce bervers 10 the caustry for e
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Spot pof 1 BS el PDbstie, e ia b e
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B foruimey dosin 't Balleee boing ecolopoity
Fwiare imaant e heve bo ba hackwarddookng
The S3lacre dewslopment i 1o forward locking,
# it makes hirm corme scroms i & man of
ebyabed oy oo e

Jerwrey perwaided 11 of ohg skt leadiag st
e okt o devgs & e of Cotrendd
Feoiusas o thae d Lot penitary

Oz of th houe 1 by srpaably the randet
wrchct of o ora, Franh Gelvy = oreate of
the sremsdiie-thaped Gupranbaien i Bilsss,
Crher archatects an basrd inckide Will Adsop,
e prge chrs g weih 3 plam to tern Barnpley
oo a Tancan heliod (o and Eva fiiomm,
designar of Faith Zone st the Millenrien Dooe,
Ha mamn pertneriisg Fon bpan with Blchard Red,
whorn b Pl weried siths on the bl of tha
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The £& slicon Arilps wn opered by Kaen
HeChoad, prosanter of Charessl 4% Graa
Desagos, Lint g, Cebebrices nuch 11 Kate Mow
wned Liz Hiyrlery wir'e Pumoured o b B
wubbed whan requesting membership of the
o, & s only open to Lower Ml revclents.
IH:lH'rm:\-n-ﬂ WA rumoured 1o hawn comedernd
buurping a propery on the sive incdude john
Trawodta, Brad Pt and Ang=lin jole
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Criiver-trained ehely to open an arganic
restuernnt &t Lowsr ML
"It will happen,” he says canfldandy. You ean't
help but fe=l it's his =ttitude that's ot him whers
ha s todiy,
|erermy was born oo a working chass workd in
Hackmey, aagt London, to 4 mother whe wis just
|4 whan sha became pregrant. He was adopted
by a coupla in the Mew Forestamnd lved on &
tounc] estate.
His most powarful infleence as & child was hia
adoptive mothear’s father, Percy Cook, a full-time
Moy Frrest poacher who lived in & cottage wich
s lighting and &n earth diosst 2t the end of the
grdon
" My childhood was like something out of the
* Famous Flye," he says. "l used to spend s much
P time enfoying the natural world around me in
tha Mow Foroese, it litde wonder 've grows up
to have this love of neture, | kove being outside. |
still feed fike a | 2-year-old”
Jeremy’s |ife changed when hbe got into the world
. of waterskiing, very nearly becoming British
chasmpéan in'the [980s, |t led wa career as a TV
waterspart commentaton, befors he buile up a
mASEive lpul"tl magazing empire and mads his
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] Jeremy tokes a dip at ArtSpa

It's not one
project at
Lower Mill,
there’s dozens.
It’s not a job,
it's my life.

Jereery Passcan

considarabis formurn

His begr friend and brodhendin-tos was Barry
Shamin, the |ate matorcycling ace, who died in
2007 parapny was married o Sheane's wife's
dister, Sue, 2 former Yoge model from whom
ha = nowet elivoroed

It wan Shesne wha ntroduced him to a world of
mspirational calsbritios, such as tha
arwiranmentaliy-rinded Beatle Guonye
Farrison

“Gearge was an Infplration becauss of the way
ha saw the world,” j-u.rmr iayE- 'Ho was an
mzelligent pay. But he was one of nany peopls
who imepired me."

As 1 working cizss bd mads poad — an
Expression that i'nrt.ig:ll:lu a groan amd @ mildly
petudant "whatever that mesn " Tram Jersmy -
and as a ground-breaking ecologist in his own
right, these days sueely laramy is consclous of
being an inspiration to others!

“h's not something yos think abouwr' he says.
“But I'd be pleased if the dovelopment acts as a
benchmark to the industry. It bo a big
achievamant il we could change the way thingy - g
P I:|I:|I'ILI' 4 L 'r e | i.

W For desads, vislt wwslowe rmillestatocoom The Sundancs designed by Richard Rebd
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Cheltenham author Zoe |

Barnes talks to LUCY |

RUTHERFORD about |
her favourite things

Ioe Bomes

What's your favourite book?

1 don't have ono Bwourioa, but | love

quilrky himour such o Bobert Bankin,

British horror sisch as James Herbert and
| children’s books, many of which e

breathtakingly orignal cspocaly Garth
i’y Mistar Mondoy series, or Mors|
Englnes by Philip Recve,

Whara's the best place in ithe world
for yau?

Apart from CThelvernamd The v of Fan,
where my mam was. tom, fead 'mowry
fand af Francs toa

What's the CD Yo :llqr.'lr: reach forl
Polichinelle by The Prayer Boat or Pk
Fln}':l'h Wizh Tou VWere Hem,

A must-see television programme!
Anything wich animals in it, although
prafarably not aacng each odher

Who s your best friend and wiy!

| hive several wory clasa friends, and
wonabdin'c want o dinghe s out

But in all hanesty, | think my wery best |
friend {5 my busband, Smaom,

What's your favouribe or most-
treasured possessicn!

My wasdding ring.

Do you have a hobby?

Severall But the most Impartant ans 1o
me is misic. m & traimed singer-and love
perfarming,

What's your (moowrite food!

Amyrhéng with a o of calories o e 'moa
epchonr’ for Ewoet, cakms and
puldings = much to my Bmily's barror,
I've never met a dessert chat was too rich
or slckly for me 1o scaffl

And drinde!

Ballays

What's your favourite indulgence?
T off. When you're self-employed, you

feel pou cught to be wocking. |
W Zoe Barnes' naw book Special Delvary
i dus to be published this summer |




