Ly

ach year, the construction of
new flats and houses accounts
for 27% of the UK’s carbon
emissions - the greenhouse
gases that cause global warming - and
the way we heat and maintain our
homes adds another 26%. As a result,
people want change and seem willing
to pay for it. A recent survey by
insurance company MoreThan showed
70% of owner occupiers believe all
new-build homes should be more eco
friendly. Some 31% said they would be
willing to spend up to £500 to make their
current home greener, another 18%
would spend up to £1,000 and a further
10% would spend more than £1,000.

In the past two years, the number of
homes built with timber frames instead
of concrete, brick or steel has doubled.
‘Timber has the lowest “carbon cost”
of any mainstream building material,
says Stewart Delgarno of the UK Timber
Frame Association. The CO; emissions
generated while making one detached,

three-bedroom, timberframe home are
16.5% less than its traditional equivalent,
and new research shows it's possible

to achieve a reduction in greenhouse
gases of up to 86% just by increasing
the amount of timber in buildings.

Salar panels are among the energy-saving
features being introduced by developers
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Among other cutting-edge features are:
green roofs (a grassy covering that keeps
homes warm and prevents ex
rain run-off); raimvater
rain and using it for irrigation
tollets); waste compactors
household rubbish and




