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The great indoors, outdoor

Did you hear the one about the property developer who loves wildlife? It's no joke, says Huma Qures

f yoo go down o the woods ai

Lower Mill Estate in the Cots-

walds, you will definitely be in for
. a surprise. They are teoming with
dbeer, hee oy, adader's Wl ferm,
imif b, e, wood peckers, greal crestod
grebes and golden arels,

It bile Swallows and A masone” R
Jefemy Paxton, the developer who
baimirht Livwer Ml Fstate 12 Vrars agm
i be boogrhat the Land sfier huving a phenic
in the grounds and poing for a wwim i@
e nf 1w Jakes

Honse (o over 1,000 species of wild-
life, Lovwwe U0l i the UKs first residen-
tial nature reservie, situnted a few miles
sputh of Clrenoester and spresd oreer R0
BT,

“The idea bekind Lower Mill Estate is
1o ke surrounded by pature, The manare
aficd wer il e wemne Pheiors: Firme, wos e i e
hisases arounad then, not the ather way
round. Malute cofmes e, hogies we-
smd. 1% 8 way of harmensing people
with naire na community,’ ho savs

Al Brat, the idea of bullding inslde a
patuse reserve might sound a il like
destrnding B — bt Puxton e tiken grest
care to preserve wWildife in the estate
He spent three vears studying along
slde English Mamire, WWE the RSPR
and ecologiacs to ldentify the best way
i which 1o norsure wildlife and create
3 habitat whene species ooubd breed as
well az Fve. The cstare 8 pow home o
breeding nightingales and, for the frst
time in the area in centuries, brevding
beavers

There are 200 homes tn Lower Sill
Eatabe, mostly used s holiday homes All
are eco-friendhy, bullr from traditional
limertone materizls, =ad eacl home
i knmalbed with a pedpet called Manct
Sariten, which ensures Dbty gre oot lefz
Ol LT Ty

Faxton says past of the inspimation
bebind Lire=r il was ks own chilld-
hood in the New Forest. | grew up
sw mming in streams, playing in mead-
i, bitkd i :1.|.'r.ll.:|1-.|. i.l:l]:.' j,'.li-"“ Bk

hame when | got hungry, It was a com
plecely careflrer exlstence - something
children should be able to have!
With this i rvind, Paston bas created
a nature club for residents’ children,
wherehw kids get invelved in outdoor
sctivitics like making charcosl, troul
fishing and spying on the beavers with
infra-red cameras. “We want chiidren to
ke notice of nature and engage with i
therw ks mach a bnizz sbout the place in
et ooy, i loicls e alweayrs nanndog
aboat outElde”
Dwer knthe preey Hitle trivn of Wel-
li:‘..pinn,ll':."ﬂurr.cnt't.limm are
more fury friends whe
Found, Kenmore
Haorries and devel-
oper Hydon are
redeveloplng
Tonadale Mill,
hewmie e bradg-

Linvteg closer

o nexrtare, you
might fimd a
curicus olberin
your bt yand.

“The wildlife were there
first so we fit the houses
around them, not the
other way around’

PO AT R T H U

crs, bals, otters, s nod-so-Purry bing-
fizhers and s worma, Soon therewll
he aver 150 homed for humana oo, In
e comrvgsted Grode 1 ingedd muill buaild-
ings

Tt Inoks libe the set of o David Atten-
|:|-||r-_r|.|||:|.'| wlldlife serlex, as np;ﬂun‘l
1o a resedential development,” lsughs
Chisrles Willdneon, & derector al Ken-
e Flomies,

The dovwelopment b i carly dagpes
and Kenmore Homes has spent L30,000
g the i dlife a2 Wellingion &9
ensure it in pot disturbed or displaced
"W want (o peovide o hobitat for the ani-
manls, apd ('S Importndnt to.do it prr.lpﬂ[}'.‘
explaing Wilkinson

He 1= no stranger 1o working with
wildlife = in previoos developments in
Dorset anid Somerset, Kenmore Homes
stumbled apan long-cared brown bats in
cottages. Kenmore then déclded o build
the bty thelr own homes amoagnt other
resddemte

In Somerset, Lhey were given a sealed
attic ‘about the size of an cnixrite bath-
roarm” and in Doreet, ono of the three-
edmoen comages was bauilt with a spe-
ctally destgreed boft to howse the bats

T neo weay did the hars put the brovers
off! adds Wilkinson, ' Insome ways, they
wild charserer ol 'i.'-:_-;- Thew"ré not of
sl scary = they're ondy timy nnd nol very
Count Draculal’

Mige: Ford from Flasil nges huas fumed b=
i ecperiences with oiher creatures of
e night ke has & badgrrs’ et on his
froat lwn

They sHnstimed, vy oocasnnalhy,
make [ftthe holes in the parden bat it
mdhmuc\tﬂrr]uﬂj[mbhmnhh u
thew tend 1o follow their own traila” says
Furd, whose house ks for sale theowgh
Freeman Forman in Batile, Sgaes,

The house i one of three new prop-

Freem rside U
o Lower WUl
you Car ol
tha natusren

erties bajlt within a larper eatate
Gronge Manor. The sew hols
buiit an the ¢ondition that the b
ser was not disturbed

Ford guesasan tlsat there are a
hadgers foraging tn his garden
even sometiines pet a Hetle befeo
ner put oat for them, when they
st ot ndgktiall

W oo Them every evening 1
;r-'.ul'!-', Tl l'\-u."b, d-;-_-l J[.d. WAl
o, but they sourry off & |
Lhere i any mireement orid a ik
ok Sometlmen they cume very
yon iy il = it e real dalizhe’
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